
Violence against children has reached pandemic 
proportions in South Africa. This has been exacerbated 
by Covid-19 and children are facing increased risks 
of abuse and violence. As a result, government is 
under pressure to respond to this plague of violence 
threatening the very fabric of society. The Centre 
for Child Law (the Centre) therefore joins in the 
commemoration of 16 Days of Activism – moving from 
awareness to accountability and we would like to 
highlight that more work needs to be done to ensure 
that children are also protected against violence.

The Centre notes and appreciates that the 2021 theme 
for the campaign opposing violence against women and 
children emphasises accountability. As the campaign 
comes to an end, the Centre for Child Law would like to 
draw attention to the National Strategic Plan on Gender-
Based Violence and Femicide (NSP). The implementation 
of this Strategic Plan will take place over a ten-year 
period, extending from 2020 to 2030. The NSP is centred 
around six pillars, namely:
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Calls for increased 
accountability in ending 
violence against children

2021 being the first year of the NSP, the 
Centre would like to encourage all duty 
bearers implicated in this plan to ensure 
that the national response to GBV leaves 
no one behind, especially children, and 
that the plan achieves ALL the goals it was 
set up to achieve. 
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Given the extremely high rates of violence spe-
cifically directed against children in South Africa, 
violence against children (VAC) has been included 
in both the focus and the vision of the GBVF NSP. 
This is in line with current legal and policy devel-
opments in South African law as well as regional 
and international instruments which give impetus 
to the goal of ending violence against children. 

The Centre for Child Law has recently concluded 
a study where we analysed the NSP and also 
conducted interviews with representatives of CSOs 
and government to investigate whether the needs of 
children, as victims of violence, have been effectively 
addressed within the Strategic Plan. The aim of the 

study is to contribute to ongoing discussions on 
the need to protect children against violence as 
well as ensuring that the voices and experiences 
of children are amplified within the Strategic Plan. 
The findings from our study point to the need for 
duty bearers to pay specific attention to children’s 
protection needs against the scourge of violence. 
Furthermore, a major criticism from the children’s 
rights sector relates to whether issues of VAC 
have been adequately addressed in the Strategic 
Plan. These concerns have been attributed to the 
under-representation of the children’s sector in the 
process that led to the adoption of the NSP and 
the difficulty experienced by these organisations in 
making their concerns heard.

The Centre for Child Law would like to take this 
opportunity to remind duty bearers not to leave 
children behind in fighting the scourge that is 
GBV. Addressing children’s specific needs is also 
central to ending GBV in South Africa. From the Centre’s 
vantage point, accountability also means being deliberate 
in redressing the challenges that affect children beyond 
the 16 days of activism.

This year’s theme “moving from awareness to accountability” underscores the first pillar in the NSP. 

The definition of GBV adopted in the 
NSP refers only to women and excludes 
children, this implies that the primary 
focus is on women and relegates VAC to a 
non-priority.

Although the NSP endorses joint collaboration 
between CSOs and government, it is clear that CSOs 
are unable to directly implement many of the actions 
required by the NSP and would in these instances 
only be able to be responsible for oversight to ensure 
government delivers.

There was also general agreement that the NSP had 
numerous gaps as far as children were concerned e.g. 
	{ Violence in families has been overlooked and is 

completely ignored, yet this is an important causal 
factor of VAC.
	{ The NSP does not address children’s issues in 

detail, and this is problematic because the needs 
of children are different from those of adults. 
	{ The NSP needs to be more child-oriented and 

promote child friendly actions and spaces.

There is still a great deal of disagreement 
amongst CSOs as to whether VAC should 
be included in the NSP GBVF or not.

Although all seem to be in agreement that 
children are not adequately represented.

There is very definite agreement amongst 
all of the participants that children’s issues 
are not adequately reflected in the NSP.

Some of the findings include

The Centre will formally launch 
its report early 2022 to critically 
engage on these findings and 
more from our report titled 
“An assessment of the national 
strategic plan on Gender based 
violence & femicide: A child rights 
perspective”.


